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Baralay, Supratik (University of Oxford) 
The Arsakids between the Seleucids and the Achaemenids 
 
Abstract pending. 
 
Bordeaux, Olivier (Paris-Sorbonne) 
Graeco-Bactrian and Indo-Greek numismatics: Methodologies, new research and limits  
 
Numismatics is one of the leading fields in Hellenistic Central Asia studies, since it has enabled 
historians to identify 45 different Graeco-Bactrian and Indo-Greek kings, while written sources only 
speak of 10. The coins struck by the Greek kings are often remarkable, both because of their quality 
and the multiple innovations some of them show: Indian iconography, local language (Brahmi or 
Kharoshthi), new weight system, etc. Yet, broad studies by properly trained numismatists still 
remained scarce, while new coins mainly find their origin on the art market rather than 
archaeological digs. The current situation in Central Asia, especially in Afghanistan and Pakistan, 
does not help archaeologists to broaden their fieldwork.  
Die-studies are more and more often the methodology followed by the numismatists in the last 
decade, so as to draw as much data as possible from large corpora. During our PhD research, we 
focused on six kings: Diodotus I and II, Euthydemus I, Eucratides I, Menander I and Hippostratus. 
Beyond individual results and hypothesis, we tried to ascertain this particular methodology 
regarding Central Asia Greek coinages. Generally, our die-studies provided good outcomes, while 
most of our attempts to geographically locate mints or even borders remain quite fragile, in the lack 
of archaeological data.  
Nonetheless, we would like to present new topics and problematics currently examined in Graeco-
Bactrian and Indo-Greek numismatics, whether they are field-linked or not. We will try to provide 
arguments regarding the production of gold, silver and bronze coins, the latter most likely 
decentralized throughout the Graeco-Bactrian kingdom. Coins are central in the understanding of 
royal policies as well as the day-to-day work of the mint workers and life of the Greeks in Central 
Asia.  
 
Bruno, Jacopo (Università degli Studi di Torino) 



 
Ceramics of the Parthian Homeland: new data about the ceramic production of the early Arsacid 
period from the Italian excavations in Old Nisa (Turkmenistan).  
 
The former Achaemenid satrapy of Parthava, located along the lower slopes of the Kopet Dagh 
mountain range, between the present-day Turkmenistan and Iran, was under control of the Seleucid 
authority until the mid-3rd century BC when it gained the independence under the first Arsacid 
(Parthian) king Arsaces I. 
This area was investigated since the beginning of the 20th century by several archaeological 
mission that led to a better knowledge of the material culture and occupation of the central part of 
the Kopet Dagh piedmont before the Islamic conquest. The still ongoing researches in the site of 
Old Nisa (near the present-day Ashgabat, Turkmenistan), conducted by the Centro Scavi 
Archeologici of Torino are of outstanding importance for our understanding of the early Arsacid 
period (2nd century BC – 1st century AD) and of the degree of Hellenistic influence in this area. 
Here, the Italian mission started in 2007 the excavation of new monumental buildings located in the 
SW corner of the rampart of Old Nisa, firstly devoted to storage and productive activities but 
probably also to representative functions.  
This paper aims to an evaluation of the ceramic production of the Parthian period in the SW 
Turkmenistan (Ahal)  based primarily on the results of the recent Italian excavation in Old Nisa and 
on the results of the Russian and Turkmen excavations in Khyrly-depe, Yanyk-depe, Garry-Kjariz, 
Koša-depe, Anau, Koša-Haudan, Čakan-depe, Ovulya-depe.  
This work will be focused on the cultural horizon of the Parthian ceramic complex of Ahal, 
analyzing the different influences, traditions and cultural contacts that spread from the study of 
pottery. Particular attention will be devoted to the analysis of the degree of Hellenistic influence in 
the ceramic repertoire coming from these excavation. 
 
Dumke, Gunar (Martin-Luther-University Halle-Wittenberg) 
Wife, not mother? The Indo-Greek queen Agathokleia  
 
Hellenistic Bactria and the Bactrian kings have received ample attention in the recent years, 
whereas significantly less work was devoted to their Indo-Greek successors. One of the reasons 
may lie in the fact that whatever meagre evidence we have for Hellenistic Bactria besides the coins, 
for the Indo-Greek kings and queens there is next to none.  
In my paper I want to shed some light on the Indo-Greek queen Agathokleia. Known only through 
coins, which were minted by herself and together with the Indo-Greek king Strato I, the question of 
her relationship to Strato and his predecessor Menander I remain disputed. By regrouping the 
coinages minted in her name, I will try to show that her status as Strato’s wife, not his mother, is the 
only possible explanation.  
Besides the numismatic questions some peculiarities concerning the iconography of her coins will 
be addressed. Both sides offer innovations: the obverse with Agathokleia’s portrait shows a 
hairstyle previously unseen in Hellenistic iconography, which has been connected with Indian 
prototypes. But this interpretation has some chronological pitfalls; instead a Persian influence will 
be proposed. The reverse sees for the first time a standing king depicted either holding a strange 
attribute in his outstretched right hand or making some kind of gesture. The different possibilities 
with their potential interpretations will be presented.  
Therefore by combining numismatic and iconographical analysis the history of this prominent Indo- 
Greek queen will be partially revealed.  
 
Fallon, David (University College London) 



 
Archaeology, Money, and Politics. Six months at Mes Aynak. 
 
Mes Aynak has become world famous, the subsequent international pressure has added to that of  
the conflicting political, cultural, and ethnic interests upon the rescue excavation at the site. 
Additionally, when one considers the economic potential of Mes Aynak, far from being a clear-cut 
matter of protecting and managing a major archaeological site, the reality is somewhat more 
nuanced. Post-‘Buddhas-of-Bamiyan’ there has been a heightened sensitivity within the Afghan 
government to the image of Afghanistan, particularly concerning cultural matters, concomitant with 
this is the attention that UN and non-governmental pressure groups have focussed upon Mes Aynak. 
What effect do these various pressures and agendas have upon the implementation of a 
archaeological programme of works? What happens when archaeology, money and local, national 
and international politics all have as a ‘cause’ the same, famous, archaeological site? A personal 
reflection on six months of working at Mes Aynak, my paper will examine the effects that 
conflicting agendas, and attempts to satisfy them, have had on the work there. 
 
Fani, Ilaria (Sorbonne) 
The Personification of Abstract Concepts in ‘Buddha’s Great Departure’: The impact of 
Hellenistic art on Gandhāran art  
 
This paper considers the personification of abstract concepts in Gandhāran Art, focusing on the 
personification of the city which appears in a celebrated pictorial representation from the repertoire 
of Buddhist art, namely ‘The Great Departure’ of Buddha from the royal city residence of 
Kapilavastu. The scenic representation of this subject appears, from the very earliest monumental 
relief works of Buddhist art (Sanchi Stupa 1, latter half of the 1st cent. BC) , to assume the form of 
a semantic code representing a flourishing urban culture (which enjoyed an era of expansion at the 
time of Buddha), where the vitality of the urban space becomes backdrop of the sacred event and 
gains a key role as a reflection of a new socio-economic context. The image of the city maintains a 
pivotal role in later representations of the ‘Great Departure’ in Gandhāran art, becoming an element 
wholly peculiar to this particular scene. However, the presence of the urban environment in 
Gandhāran reliefs finds a new visual expression. A central element in the new conceptualization of 
this subject matter is the almost perpetual presence in all representations of a unique female figure 
who embodies the urban environment and, in terms of attributes and mannerisms, bears close 
resemblance to the goddess Tyche from the Hellenistic-Roman world. The most significant point 
here is the fact that Gandhāran sculptors, “translating” into their images certain key elements from 
the important narrative episode, did so by rendering in visual form the concept of personification, 
an element taken from Hellenistic-Roman art. The idea of personification of abstract concepts 
seems to be absorbed and freely re-worked in Gandhāran artistic language, finding a good 
expression in the scene of ‘Great Departure’, where we can find the personification of the city but 
also that of the night. Opting here to concentrate only on the presence of the city personified, allows 
us to make some stimulating considerations on the impact of Hellenistic art on Gandhāran artistic 
production and on the dynamics with which elements lifted from the Graeco-Roman visual tradition 
are re-worked and “translated” within a new system of images and symbols.  
 
Glenn, Simon (University of Oxford) 
A new approach to Graeco-Bactrian coins 
 
The abundant numismatic evidence from the Graeco-Bactrian kingdom has been the basis of many 
historical reconstructions of the period. Although new archaeological and epigraphic evidence has 



 
appeared in recent years, coins still provide much of our insight into the kingdom. Unfortunately, 
the vast majority of coins from Central Asia do not have a known provenance and certainly did not 
come from a recorded archaeological context. The lack of this information means that many of the 
usual Greek numismatic approaches are not viable, and scholars instead have often focused on the 
portraiture and iconography of the coins in an attempt to reconstruct the history of the kingdom. 
Such approaches are clearly far from sound and have led to recent non-numismatic scholarship 
avoiding coins altogether. 
My research has involved applying a recognised numismatic methodology to early Graeco-Bactrian 
coins. I have undertaken a die study of the coins of Euthydemus I, Demetrius I, Euthydemus II, 
Pantaleon, Agathocles, and Antimachus I in an attempt to organise properly the numismatic 
evidence and to study the way in which the coins were produced and the implications for historical 
reconstructions of the kingdom. In this paper I shall focus primarily on the results of the die study 
of the tetradrachms of Agathocles and Antimachus and the impact that quantification of their 
respective numismatic outputs and analysis of a particular die link between the coins of the two 
kings has on the historical interpretation of their ‘pedigree’ coins. This topic provides a useful case 
study of the potential insight that can be provided by a die study while remaining soundly-based on 
the available evidence.    
 
Hoo, Milinda (University of Kiel) 
“Think Global, Act Local”? Cultural strategies in Hellenistic Central Asia  
 
This paper explores the potential of globalization theory for the field of Hellenistic Central Asia. 
Rapid theoretical trends in the social sciences, instigated by commonplace experiences with 
globalization processes, have impacted and in many ways defined debates on cultural interaction 
within Classics today. Affected by the 'global turn' of the 1990s, ancient historians and classical 
archaeologists have increasingly come to see the ancient world as a small world: an interconnected 
space in which societal and cultural encounters can lead to various sometimes unpredictable forms, 
transformations, and reinventions of cultural traditions.  
Approaching culture contact and interaction in ‘The Far East’ through a heuristic glocalization lens, 
this paper presents a comparative study of the material culture of two royal cities in Hellenistic 
Central Asia: Bactrian Ai Khanum (northeast Afghanistan) and Parthian Nisa (south Turkmenistan). 
Both cities have been presented as cases of ‘Hellenism in the East’, albeit with different 
connotations. While Ai Khanum has mainly been approached as a Greek city, an ‘outpost of 
Hellenism’ in the Far East, Nisa has been approached as a ‘Hellenized’ Parthian city. Comparing 
the Hellenisms of the two sites, it will be explored what the implications are for our understanding 
when we categorize something as Hellenism, and to what extent globalization theory can add a new 
perspective to classical views on Hellenism in the East.  
 
Jäger, Ulf (Independent Scholar) 
Elephant-rider potshard of Kushan king Huvishka 
 
While the dates of the Kushan king Huvishka are more or less clear ( 153 - 191 CE) due to the 
numismatic studies by Joe Cribb, less is known for the Archaeology of Huvishka´s period. 
In 1962 Robert Göbl, the Viennese numismatist brought back a terra sigillata-like potshard he then 
had bought on the Antiquity-bazaar of Peshawar. The shard, obviously the central, inner part of a 
plate or dish, shows an elephant-rider , riding the elephant from left to right. The rider or mahout 
holds a long goad, called `ankusa´in Indian languages. The sizes of the shard are 4,7 x 4,4 x 4,0 cm. 
The elephant and its rider are shown in a finely pearled rim. The backside shows, that the dish or 



 
plate was produced on the potters-wheel. The surface of the shard is covered with a shining glaze, 
very similar to hellenistic Megaran wares, and  roman terra siglliata i.e Arretinian wares. 
Robert Göbl identified the elephant-rider as the kushan king Huvishka, as the same motif also 
appears on Huvishka´s coins, and used it for his publications. 
The paper will discuss this potshard in detail and try to analyze its origin as a local-made, non-
imported Kushan kind of pottery, even if the original place of discovery is unknown. Furthermore it 
will be important and interesting to look for the origin of the motif of the elephant-riders in the 
cultural sphere of the Graeco-Bactrian and Kushan world of the `Hellenized Far East´. 
 
Jakobsson, Jens (Independent Scholar) 
Dating Bactria's independence to 246/5 BC?  
 
In the mid-3rd century BC, Diodotos, the Seleucid satrap in Bactria, made himself independent 
from the Seleucid Empire. However details about this process are unknown, and the brief sources - 
notably Strabon [Geography 11.9] and Justin, [Epitome 41.4.] contradictory on the chronology of 
the independence of Bactria (and Parthia).  
Numismatic evidence has hitherto been interpreted to support a gradually increased independence, 
when Diodotos I issued coins with his own portrait and reverse (Thundering Zeus) but in the name 
of the Seleucid king Antiochos II, thus maintaining a nominal allegiance. During a later phase, 
Diodotos (or his son Diodotos II) replaced the Seleucid king’s name with his own, claiming 
complete independence.  
However, recent research has suggested that the so-called “Antiochos coins” attributed to Diodotos 
I were later, and instead belong to a third Bactrian king named Antiochos (Nikator), perhaps 
Diodotos’ younger son1. Consequently, Diodotos’ first coins were struck in his own name, which 
suggests a more immediate break from the Seleucid Empire.  
With this perspective, lesser-discussed sources such as The Adoulis Inscription of Ptolemy III, and 
Polyainos [Strategemata 8.50], may indicate that Bactria was a Seleucid province until the Third 
Syrian War (246-5 BCE). Seleucid coins of Bactria could be interpreted to support this date, 
provided that some of the coinage of Antiochos I was posthumous.  
 
Jansari, Sushma (British Museum) 
Sophytes: Reappraisal of an enigmatic ruler and the Sophytes coins 
 
Classical sources mention Alexander the Great’s dealings with local rulers in the Punjab including 
one named Sophytes. Intriguingly, Greek coins minted with the non-Greek name ‘Sophytes’ are 
found in the northwest of the Indian subcontinent. These coins belong to the period between 
Alexander’s departure from the Punjab in c.325 BC, and Seleucus’ arrival in the East and transfer 
of territory to Chandragupta following their encounter and treaty in c.305 BC. 19th and early 20th 
century scholars argued they were minted by the Sophytes associated with Alexander; while recent 
scholars seek to break this link and argue for a Bactrian provenance. 
Yet all these numismatists share a common methodology: they study or publish individual Sophytes 
coins or small groups of them, meaning that such studies are inherently limited. Nor is clear 
methodology employed to research the coins and the literary sources together: e.g., some scholars 
infer Sophytes’ age when some of the Sophytes coins were minted based purely on the appearance 
of the portrait on the coins. The whole field is characterised by assumptions and speculation based 
on intuition and limited knowledge which is a shaky basis for ascribing an identity to the Sophytes 
named on the coins. 



 
My approach is different. I compile the largest group of Sophytes coins that has hitherto been 
brought together thereby enabling me to study them in detail and in comparison to other 
contemporary coins found in the northwest of the subcontinent through, for example: iconography; 
signatures on the coins; weight standards; and die analysis. The resulting identification of the 
Sophytes named on the coins is not conclusive, but it is based on a holistic and more 
methodologically sound approach to the source material and, therefore, yields a stronger conclusion 
than has been put together thus far. 
 
Joseph, Frances A.M. (University of Houston) 
“Power Policy Numismatics”: Measuring Graeco-Bactrian Political Power through Royal Coins 
 
Literary and archaeological evidence for the Hellenistic Graeco-Bactrian kingdoms is extremely 
sparse, and scholarship relies heavily on extant royal coins. Innovative methodologies are required 
to extract information from these coins and better understand the mysterious monarchs who ruled a 
small kingdom in Central and South Asia. In general, the political strategy of Hellenistic monarchs 
was directed toward the maintenance and expansion of one’s power. Therefore, political power is a 
valuable factor through which to assess the Bactrian kings. I developed a methodology that I term 
“power policy numismatics” for using ancient coins to measure political power. This involves 
treating and analyzing coins as pieces of government policy. Coins can function as policy in two 
ways. Firstly, they are physical pieces of policy, as they establish, legalize, and standardize a money 
economy. Secondly, coins contain “assertion policies,” or deliberately designed packages of 
information with which a monarch could assert his or her rule. Viewing royal coins in this way 
reveals a monarch’s administrative sophistication, military investment, and legitimization efforts. 
Combined, these policy aspects illuminate the power of their issuing monarchs. I apply this 
methodology primarily to King Demetrius I of Bactria. His coins indicate a strong centralized 
government, a complex bureaucracy, and direct rule. They suggest a level of military investment 
greater than that of his predecessors and competitive with his neighbors. They also assert an 
ideology that serves the interests of imperial hegemony. Evaluating coin policy helps to explain 
Demetrius’ role as a power-player in the international system of Hellenistic Central Asia. 
 
Karampekos, Stefanos (Phillips University of Marburg) 
Hellenistic Residential Architecture in Taxila 
 
The aforementioned topic is a part of my master project with the title “Hellenistic residential 
Architecture in southwest Asia”. 
Taxila is a particularly interesting example of a city within the borders of the Hellenistic world. 
More specifically, the settlement of Sirkap, which is recognized as “Hellenistic”, is until today a 
debatable topic regarding its dating, its character (a Greek or an Indian city?) and the cultural 
background of its founders (Indo-Greeks or Scythians?). Recently another question was raised with 
regards to whether the city’s plan is indeed a Hellenistic hippodamian plan. The presented work 
will try to prove  that the old opinion of Castagnoli, that Taxila is a city per Stigas, could be correct. 
Sirkap could even be a settlement with a Seleucidian pattern. 
Regarding the houses of the settlement, my effort focuses on the examination of the following 
aspects: A. Which was the plots’ organization of a “Hellenistic” insula (identical plots or not?) B. 
Which form a “Hellenistic” house had in such a faraway place of the Hellenistic world? C. Is there 
a specific house type?  D. What kind of pattern did the architects of Sirkap follow (native Indian, 
Greek, Persian or a mixture of patterns?) E. Are there indications for the social status of the 
dwellers? F. Are there indications for the organization of the rooms and the house activities 



 
according to the sex of the dwellers (separation of male and female sectors)? G. Are there 
indications for the nationality of the house owners (Indians, Greeks, Scythians or Parthians)?        
Traces of a Hellenistic palace have not been discovered yet. Nevertheless it is very interesting to 
examine whether there are still Hellenistic influences in the two buildings which are identified as 
‘’Scythian-Parthian’’ palaces.        
 
Kubica, Olga (University of Wrocław) 
The Yavanas among the Peoples of Central Asia 
 
Much has been written about the so-called Yavana/Yona found in the Indian literature.  The interest 
in this term among European researchers can be explained by the fact that the Yavanas were usually 
identified with ancient Greeks.  However, it is worth noting that the Yavanas in the Indian literature 
very rarely occur alone. They are usually accompanied by peoples of Central Asia, such as Pahlavas, 
Kirātas, Kāmbojas, Daradas, Bāhlīkas, or Śakas. Unfortunately, these ethnic designations have 
received less attention of the researchers. This paper therefore aims to explore the Indian written 
sources, in which the Yavanas are listed among other peoples, particularly those of Central Asia. 
The texts are analyzed for the identification of these peoples as well as their mutual relations. The 
main purpose of this analysis is to present the Yavanas in the broader context of Central Asian 
relations. 
 
Lindström, Gunvor (Deutsches Archäologisches Institut)  
A Hellenistic Sanctuary at Torbulok, Tajikistan 
 
A sanctuary of the Hellenistic period was recently discovered at the village of Torbulok in 
southwest Tajikistan. Its discovery was based on a random find of a large limestone vessel, 
identified as a perirrhanterion – a vessel for Greek purification rituals. The excavations started in 
2013 by a German-Tajik team gave insights into the structure of the sanctuary and confirmed the 
dating to the 3rd and 2nd century BC, as Bactria was part of the Hellenistic world. The unearthed 
installations and objects show the performed rituals were inspired not only by Greek customs – as 
the purification ritual – but also by local traditions, with a high importance of water and ashes. The 
site seems to have functioned as a pilgrim sanctuary, associated to an ancient settlement at distance 
of ca. 30 kilometers. 

 
 
Malinowski, Gościwit (University of Wrocław) 
The Role of Hellenistic Central Asia in the spread of the name of China (Qin, Čina, Θῖν) towards 
the West and the South 
 



 
It is generally accepted that the common name of the Middle Kingdom – China originates from the 
name of Qin, a state and dynasty in Western China. This name was adopted four times into 
European languages – last one ca. 1500 by Portuguese explorers in India (China), earlier ca. 1280-
1290 by Marco Polo at Qubilai’s court (Cin), more earlier ca. 540 by Cosmas Indicopleustes also in 
India (Tzinista), and the first time by the author of the Periplus Maris Erythraei ca. 60 AD (Thin). 
However the Qin dynasty ceased to exist in 206 BC and was succeeded by the Han dynasty in 202 
BC, more two hundred and fifty years before the anonymous author of PME wrote down the name 
of Thin (Θῖν). So it is natural that in the first century AD this name should be very well known and 
established. Unfortunately we do not possess any earlier than PME testimony of the name China 
(Thin). The main purpose of this paper is to analyze the evidence of PME and the other earliest 
sources to reveal the path this name traveled from Western China to Alexandria during almost three 
centuries (via Southern China and India or, as I am convinced, via Western China and Central Asia). 
 
Mendoza, Marc (Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona) 
Stasanor of Soloi and the government of Bactria during the first wars of the Diadochs 
 
Despite the names of the satraps, little is known about the first decades of the Hellenistic satrapy of 
Bactria. Stasanor of Soloi stands out among his predecessors. Appointed as satrap of Bactria in the 
Partition of Triparadisus (321), he had been satrap of Aria and Drangiana since 328. Cypriot by 
birth, his early career seems to parallel that of his compatriot (and maybe relative) Stasandros, who 
replaces him in his former post. In the Diadochi Wars, Stasanor didn’t participate actively, but he 
would support Eumenes’ faction sending some troops on the command of Stasandros. After the 
defeat of Eumenes (316), Antigonus did not dare to replace him because he had earned a firm 
support from the inhabitants of the satrapy. It is plausible to think that he became an independent 
governor de facto. Nothing more is known from Stasanor. Bactria become a Seleucid territory 
between 307 and 305. The sources did not tells us who was in charge at that time, so we can only 
hypothesize that the conquest supposed the end of Stasanor. But there is another brief excerpt by 
Porphyry useful to know more about his career as satrap of Bactria. Porphyry tells that Stasanor was 
nearly to lose his position after some disturbances of the native populations. Those disturbances had 
been caused by the banning of the exposure of corpses (maybe resuming an Alexander measure), 
their traditional funerary rite. The rectification of the prohibition seems to be enough to end this 
revolt and he held the satrap charge. This last excerpt could be combined with those about his role 
during the Successors struggles and his strong position as the satrapy chief. The correct dating of 
the indigenous riots could be an open window about the policies and skills of Stasanor, and their 
relation with those from Alexander.  
 
Morris, Lauren (Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität, Munich) 
The Indo-Parthians at Begram? Some overlooked evidence. 
 
The relationship between Graeco-Roman material culture and that of Central Asia in the Hellenistic 
and post-Hellenistic periods has long been acknowledged, but often described in abstract terms. A 
persistent challenge remains to more precisely delineate when, how, and why particular Graeco-
Roman artefacts, and iconographic and stylistic features were introduced to Central Asia. 
These questions are especially relevant for the well-known Begram hoard, of which contemporary 
scholarship favours a 1st-2nd century CE date and interpretation as a merchant’s stock awaiting 
further distribution. In particular, the artefacts imported from the Roman Mediterranean should 
support a more precise assessment of the appeal of foreign commodities in the post-Hellenistic 
world of the Kushan Empire (1st-3rd centuries CE). However, these highly eclectic artefacts do not 



 
fit in well with wider extant Kushan material culture, with few comparative objects found in lower 
Central Asia, and even fewer north of the Hindu Kush in Bactria. 
With such problems in mind, this paper presents a range of overlooked evidence at Begram that 
may reflect closer affinities with the Indo-Parthian rule of the city, long recognised in the presence 
of issues from Gondophares (c. 32-60 CE) and Abdagases (c. 52-64 CE), and followed directly by 
Kushan rule with the invasion of Kujula Kadphises. As such, remnants of a wall painting, the 
manner of the cache’s concealment, ostrich eggs, facet cut glass vessels, and an unread inscription 
on glass are considered. 
Many questions of Begram remain open at this early stage of interpretation. Yet, it might be 
concluded that the original understanding of the Begram hoard as royal in character is hardly 
unreasonable, and more tentatively suggested that we have underestimated the role of the Indo-
Parthian rulers as tastemakers and significant agents through which new elements of Graeco-Roman 
material culture were introduced to Central Asia.   
 
Peterson, Sara (SOAS, University of London) 
Roses at Tillya-tepe, a case study in plant iconography 
  
Plant iconography is an under-investigated area of research but there is a corpus of evidence 
indicating that plant imagery was used in a calculated and systematic way by different cultures in 
the centuries around the Common Era. 
My PhD research involves the study of three different flowers which appear repeatedly at Tillya-
tepe, the first century CE site in north Bactria. This talk will focus on roses because their distinctive 
conventionalised form is represented with a notable degree of consistency both at Tillya-tepe and 
other relevant sites around this period. 
The particular form of this motif originated in the Hellenistic world and it became more popular 
within the expanded repertoire of plant ornament in Roman art. It is apparent from the contexts of 
many rose images that their depiction on artefacts from Tillya-tepe is consistent with their 
deployment on objects from other sites east of Rome.   
Because the flower has been identified, it is possible to consult relevant literature to determine its 
wider cultural status. An analysis of these sources reveals that there is a good case to suggest the 
convergence of image, text and perhaps even meaning in an interpretation of the rose’s significance 
in Tillya-tepe art. 
Tracing a motif in this degree of detail also provides clues towards connectivity across different 
cultures and even possible routes of transmission. 
In this way images of roses may be used to position the artistic productions of Tillya-tepe within the 
wider history of art of the period. It also demonstrates that plant iconography can reveal information 
which is difficult to uncover from other material sources. 
 
Puschnigg, Gabriele (University College London) 
Hellenistic pottery - pottery in Hellenism: The role and potential of ceramics in the research on 
Hellenistic Central Asia.  
 
Pottery analysis today has developed into an independent specialized discipline. In the Central 
Asian context the study of pottery assemblages is often specifically challenging due to the 
archaeology of the sites and the quality of the material itself. Nevertheless, historical interpretations 
rely to a considerable extent on the results of these assessments. But how can the study of such a 
specific group of archaeological materials be integrated into a wider perspective on the Hellenistic 



 
period in Central Asia? How can we define the pottery of the Hellenistic period and how can it 
contribute to our understanding of the problem of ‘Hellenistic’ or 'Hellenism’ in Central Asia? 
This discussion will touch on the main issues of the archaeological interpretation and historical 
integration of ceramics as a source material.  
In the first part, we will consider persistent problems in handling pottery assemblages, including 
data recording, chronology and questions of classification, using assemblages from excavations at 
Merv, Termez and Balkh. Can we pool data resources to increase the impact of our research, and is 
it possible to agree on a common system or typology?  
In the second part of the discussion, we want to explore the potential of pottery for the wider 
historical assessment of this period. What can pottery tell us about everyday life, about aspects of 
society and economy in Hellenistic Central Asia and how can we contribute to the wider historical 
discussion? 
 
Stančo, Ladislav (Charles University in Prague) 
Settlement pattern in Bactria from the early Iron Age to the Hellenistic period: example of the 
Sherabad Oasis and its surroundings 
 
The settlement structure in Bactria during the early Iron Age and the Hellenistic period has 
undergone considerable changes. Paradoxically, it appears that in some early stages of development 
– in the period of Yaz I culture in particular – some parts of Bactria prove to be more densely and 
more intensively settled than in the period after the fall of the Achaemenid Empire, when Bactria 
was ruled by Greeks. Czech-Uzbek expedition mapped the area of the Sherabad oasis, north-
western Bactria, where we can prove eight sites of the Hellenistic period, compared to ten – and 
mostly different – early Iron Age sites. Interesting situation has been attested in the nearby 
piedmont steppe belt: there is evidence of significant amount of the Yaz I and Yaz II settlements, 
fewer Achaemenid and only two Hellenistic sites. The placement of towns and fortresses in the 
wider area of northern Bactria Also varies considerably as well. The Achaemenid settlements on the 
banks of the Amu Darya are rare, while in Hellenistic period this artery was guarded by new forts 
(e.g. Kamyrtepa, Termez). At the same time, in Hellenistic period new forts were constructed to 
reinforce the natural barrier of the mountains in the piedmonts of Kugitang and Baysuntau, such as 
newly excavated sites of Uzundara, Kurganzol, and already famous Iron-gate fort. In any case, the 

settlement distribution 
and density during both 
Achaemenid and 
Hellenistic periods 
shows clearly an 
unexploited potential of 
the local landscape. The 
settlement structure of 
following Kushan period 
in its turn seems to be 
considerably more 
intensive and extensive, 
not to mention 
construction of 
sophisticated irrigation 
system. 
 



 
Skupniewicz, Patryk (UPH Siedlce) 
Khalchayan: Mode and reconstructions of the battle scene 
  
Khalchayan is a monument of paramount importance for the history of art of Post-Hellenistic 
Central Asia. The importance of the battle frieze requires special emphasize as it provides 
information not only for historical or art-historical studies but also for history of arms and 
armor  however it poor state of preservation does not allow responsible conclusions. Two 
reconstructions have been proposed so far: (1) Pugachenkova’s based clearly on the places where 
the elements were found and (2) Mode’s who attemted to submit entire composition to certain 
ideological programme. Pugachenkova’s proposal resulted in some interpretations towards 
identification of the warring sides and following the role of entire site. The question should be 
raised towards accuracy of the reconstructions. Naturally the material fallen off the walls does not 
provide itself any idea of general view of the scene. It should be pointed however that from 
Achaemenid times there were limited ways to depict mounted combat. It is possible to find four 
general formulae (with several sub-types) of presenting mounted warriors in Achaemenid, 
Hellenistic, ”Scythian”,  Parthian and Sasanian art. The models are repetitive and extremely rarely 
depictions escape classification between these. It is unlikely that the artists making Khalchayan 
frieze would not refer to any of them. Although because of fragmentary state of preservation it is 
impossible to have full certainty, current Author believes that originally the frieze must have been a 
version of formula IV which seems the only one allowing the presence of attendants of the main 
personage. Alternatively the original frieze might have consisted of the sequence of combat scenes 
of the same or various iconographic models (the practice known from Hellenistic art but possibly 
continued in Sasanian aesthetics). It is also possible that personages do not make scenes  but are 
“portraits in action”, the practice known in Sasanian art, however the latter possibility seems least 
probable. 
  
All enquiries should be addressed to Dr. Rachel Mairs (r.mairs@reading.ac.uk).  Registration is 
free and open to all. 


